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The Minister for Justice: The Common-
wealth officer is to do these things in con-
sultation with the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. THOMSON: I am anxious to safe-
guard Western Australian rights. The only
officer who can do anything is the State
Chief Electoral Officer.

The Minister for Justice: But other per-
sons cant do things by his direction.

Mr. THO"MSO-N: The officer who to-day
compiles the Katanning rolls, if I may quote
that instance, is in every way qualified to
ensure that those rolls ame correct. He
should have the opportunity to cheek the
rolls in future; but the Bill hands over
the whole matter to the Federal Govern-
ment, and the only cheek, apart from that
exercised by maembers themselves or by
country organisations, will be that of the
Chief Electoral Officer, who, sitting in
Perth, cannot possibly obtain knowledge
whether certain names should be on the
Katanning roll or not.

The Mlinister for Justice:- Under the
measure it is his duty to put on the name
of every person entitled to be enrolled.

Mr. THOMSON: The Chief Electoral
Officer, from his office here, would not be
in a position to purify the roll;, of, say,
the Geraldton electorate. I refer to the
State point of view. We must accept the
Commonwealth rolls compiled by Common-
wealth officials.

The Mlinister for Justice:. What is wrong
with thntf

M1r. Marshall: It must be admitted that
the Federal rolls are more up-to-date.

Mxr. THOME'PON: I do not admit it. If
the hon. member is willing to hand over our
Electoral Office to the Commonwealth, I am
not.

The Minister for Justice: We shall still
require a Chief Electoral Officer and staff.

Mr. THOM1SONY: T want to have the same
Eacilities for checking rolls in future as we
have to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mfitchell: If the rolls
Iwere printed only a month before an elec-
;ion, there would be a nice mess.

The Minister for Justice: Under Clause
.4 the Chief Electoral Officer can print the
'olls whenever he thinks fit, without refer-
nce to anybody.
Mr. THOMSONV: I more an amendment-

That after the word ''bD"in line 2, there
e inserted '"in consultation 'with the Chief
lectoral Officer. "

If the Minister considers that his officer
should have control, there should be no ob-
jection to the amendment.

Hon. GI. Taylor: Clause 24 provides for
that.

The MiNISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and so does Clause 88. However, some ques-
tion arises as to the force of "may" and
"Ishall." The carrying of the amendment
would mean that the Commonwealth Regis-
trar could not make additions, alterations or
corrections 'without the Chief Electoral
Officer. If the latter were not available,
the registrar would not be able to do those
things.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

11ouse adjourned at 10.30 p.m.

tcoeiatvI~e Council,
WVednesday, 5th September, 1928.
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BILL-EDUCATION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(South-East) [431 1 understand that
Mr. Brown was good enough to secure the
adjournment of the debate for me, and there-
fore I take this opportunity to thank himt
for his courtesy. It is rarely that we have
the chance to discuss so important a subject
as education, which I look upon as one of
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the largest, if not the largest, avenues of
expenditure indulged in by the State. At
present I think the expenditure under
that heading amounts to about £750,000.
That is a huge sum, from the expendi-
ture of which we naturally expect to get
very good results. Soume three or four
years aV a good deal of attention was
paid to some remarks I made. At that time
I said we were educating our young peo-
ple beyond their opportunities. I am sorry
to say 'that I have found the opinions I
expressed then confirmed in later years. In
addition to our system of free elementary
education, which is quite a correct system,
we have high schools and other educa-
tional facilities made available by the Gov-
ernment. But now we have a fully fledged
university possessed of so much money
that those concerned do not know what to
do with it I think these additional facili-
ties will nmerely serve to provide more
blind alleys than ever for some of our
young people. In the circumstances, I
think we shall perhaps find -we are going
in for too much education. The main thing
we want in this Stats is work and industry.
Ours is a country that must be made sue-*
cessful as the result of primary production.
Most of that production can be obtained
only as the result of work, which is com-
monly known as manual labour. Unless
we have a sufficiency of manual labour, we
shall not be able to develop the immense
area of virgin country within the borders
of the State. I do not know whether it be
true, but I have been told that many of
those interested in this question of educa-
tion are inclined to discourage manual
labour. I have heard it stated that it is
not only discouraged, bitt in many instan-
ces. it is looked upon as degrading. For
anyone to think that manual labour is do-
grading is an absurdity. No manual labour
that is carried out honestly can be degrad-
ing, On the other hand, it can only hie
a matter of satisfaction to the person who
undertakes it in a proper spirit In view
of the position confronting us in Western
Australia, we must remember the great ne-
cessity for a sufficiency of workers in vari-
ous industries to further the development
of our country. The question is whether
these higher avenues of education will pro-
vide what we require. It seems to me that
this assertion I have alluded to regarding
the attitude towards manual labour, is

borne out by the fact that we cannot get
clearers to go to the country areas in order
to assist the farmers who wish to extend
their operations. We have heard a lot
about that subject, so there is no need to
go into it further.

The Honorary 'Minister:, But your state-
meat is hardly correct.

lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOIM:
It is correct from my point of view. I know
of three or four properties where there
was work available hut not one individual
applied for the work for months. Another
point bearing on this -aspect is the fact
that we have to import shearers from the
Eastern States. I ean understand state-
ments made the other day regarding the
reluctance of men to undertake clearing
contracts because the remuneration was not
as satisfactory as they would like. That
argument cannot prevail where shearing is
concerned, because a shearer of moderate
ability can easily earn £10 per week at
the present rate of wages. I1 have advised
many young men to go in for shearing-.
They start "picking uip'' at £3 1S. Pei
week, with keep, and during the time they
are engaged in that capacity they llea=r
shearing. From that stage onwards, they
are able to wake £10 a week. Hon. menu
herg will appreciate that that is easy see-
ing that they get 40s. per hundred.

The Honorary Minister: For how man3
weeks will those shearers he employed?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: AUl the year round ir
this State.

The Honorary Minister: That is absolutel3
impossible.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Very well;- we shal
see.

Hon. Sir EDWVARD WITTENOOM: Lei
us suppose that the men are not employed al
the year round. Hon. members will -realis4
that a young fellow engaged in shearing wit
be able to save £300 or £400 out of his wage.
earned duing two or three years. He cai
then refrain from continuing as a shearei
and follow some profession or oceupatiot
that may be more in keeping with his tastes

Hon. H. J. Yelland: How could such
young fellow follow some profession if yoi
deprive him of the necessary education?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMK: Ni
man is deprived of the education that he re
ceives; at the elementary State schools. Tha
system furnishes a young man with the flues
foundation he can procure anywhere. '
have no hesitation in saying there are num
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bers of men in this Chamber and in the Legis-
lative Assembly who have had no greater
educational advantages than they obtained in
the State schools.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Do you think that is
sufficient in these days?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Ye;,
for certain occupations, such as those fob-
towed by manual labourers, Such a young
fellow may go in for farming or shearing.
While he is engaged in those occupations, he
can procure books and read them in order to
improve his mind. That is what most of us
did in the days gone by. When we went out
pioneering the country with sheep and en-
gaged in the production of wool, we got hold
of all the books we could and read them.
They gave us the information required to
help us in the industries we were following.
Had we gone to the university, and had vari-
ons subjects crammed into our heads, a lot
of that education, which is now regarded as
of the higher type, would have had to he
eliminated because we could not have made
any use of it. The elementary education
that is procurable in our State schools is
quite good enough to enable anyone to start
in lie, unless that person intends to enter a
profession.

Hon. J. R1. Brown: How wit! you be able
to discriminate? You will have to ballot for
the positions.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WJTTENOOM: I did
not catch the hon. member's interjection;, I
am satisfied that it must have been a good
one.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Brown wished
to knW how you would discriminate.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
When I1 was interrupted, I was pointing out
that these avenues of higher education ex-
tend every inducement to our young men to
refrain from going out into the country at
an earlier stage, and encourage them to re-
main in the cities. This will lead to a lot of
trouble and to many of these young fellows
being led up blind alleys. I speak from ex-
perience. If we consider what has heen
going on in Egypt and India, we wilt realise
that nearly all the troubles in those countries
have been caused by over-education. I had
the pleasure of a Conversation with a very
talented and highly educated Indian. He
told me that nearly all their troubles were
created by numerous young men who had
been through the un iversi ties and had secured
the highest education. When those young
fellows were asked to undertake occupations
natural to their country, they said, "O0h, no!

We cannot do any manual labour; we want
some occupation in keeping with the teach-
ings we have -received. We want to be
demonstrators or to have positions more in
keeping with what we have been taught at
the university." That is why I say it is un-
wise to educate our people beyond their
opportunities. I do not say that out of any
spirit of hostility to education. Whet I
want to see is that wre get the proper educa-
tion that is suitable to our people. If we
give a young man his choice, he will not go
into the country after he is 14 or 1 5 years of
age, especially if he is a good cricketer, a
noted oarsman or a fine boxer. Neither will
be go out if he has a good sweetheart in the
city.

Ron. J. Nicholson: Or if he is a good
mathematician.

Hon. Sir EDWVARD WVITTENOOM:- I
will not say that because a good miathema-
tician comes muore within the scope of the
sciences. I was referring mnore to the sport-
ing side of the young mn of to-day. 'uch
a young fellow will prefer to go on to the
high schools and subsequently to the univer-
sity-it all costs nothing! In these cir urn-
stances it is so easy to induce young men
to remain in the city rather than to go out
into the country.

Hon. J. B. Brown: I do not think you
believe that.

FHon. Sir EDWARD WITTENKOOM: fn
speaking along these lines, I do not do so
after the fashion of Disraeli when he made
his remarkable speech and said, "You will
not hear me to-day, hut the day will conme
when, you will htear me." I do not put it
like that. I amn afraid the day will conme
when it will he realised that the remarks I
have made contain miore than a semblance
of truth, though I hope not. My theory is
that a young fellow, very highly educated
and with his head full of so-called education
from the University, will not have a very
hopeful life if his pocket at the same time
is ful of emptiness. I do not think educa-
tion makes up for lack of means to enjoy
life in a reasonable manner. I am safe in
sayin-and I intend no offence to anybody
-that most of the successful men in this
State hare never had] the higher education.
When I speak of higher education, I mean
the education imparted by high schools and
the University. If we look around the city
or in Parliament, most of the successful men
have had what is called an ordinary educa-
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tion. But that ordinary education has been
combined with sense--I would not say brain1
because that comes from education.

Hon. H. Stewart: Sense is inherited; and
so are the brains.

Hon. Sir EDWARD VflTTENOOM: I
think the brains can be developed.

Hon. H. Stewart: But not if they are not
inherited.

Hon. Sir EDWA RD WITTENOOM1: The
point I am trying to make is that if we are
going to develop the country in the way we
wish and if we want our own countrymen
to do that work-I

Ron. J. R. Brown:- You will have to keep
them in ignorance in order to get the work
done.

Ron. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Does the lion, member term it being kept in
ignorance to have the elementary erlueatiou
imparted in our State schools? If so, the
hon. memnher could not have received it.
Another matter we have to consider is that
wherever we go, the popular cry is that ive
cannot spend too much on education. Everyv
man w'ants his son to hie educated better
than he himself has been. That is quite a
nice and proper idea, but do ire find those
young men coming into Parliament? At the
latest election almost all the retiring mem-
bers were returned, and none of those pro-
gressive young men were found to take their
places. How mnany University men have
we in Parliament to-day?

lion. J. J. Holmes: They have sense
enough to keep out of it.

lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: No:
I think they have discretion.

Ron. J. RI. Brown:- The work is too hard.
Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: At

any rate, the fact remains. While the
public are talking so much about educa-
tion and are pleased that the expenditure
is about three-quarters of a million a year,
we do not find that ire are getting much re-
turn for the money. Howvever, the existing
policy is in force and I doubt -whether any-
thing I can say will lend to its being altered.
I am merely putting forward these views
in confirmation of what I said some years
ago and to avail myself of the rather rare
opportunity to say a few words on the sub-
ject. I have no desire to disparage the Edu-
cation Department. but I do not think any-
one can successfully contend that we are
getting value for the three-quarters of a.
million spent annually on education. The

Bill, 1 consider, is a most useful one. It is
a good thing- to consolidate all the different
measures concerned. Still, there are one or
two points that appear to require consid-
eration. Clause 13 provides, among othe!r
things-

The parent of every child of not less than
six nor more than nine years of age shall, if
there is a Government or efficient school
within two miles of such child's residence,
measured by the nearest road or other reason-
able means of access, cause such child to
attend such school on such days as the school
is open.

I take exception to the idea of sending a
child of six to a Sltate school. It is making
a nursery of the school. If the Minister
wishes to be returned on the next occasion
without the slightest opposition, ha should
nmake the age four, and thus convert the
schools into aurseries. Yesterday afternoon
I happened to be going to Fremantle when
the children of the North Fremnantle school
wvere coming out. 'There were hun-
dreds of them, little toddling things
for whomn it was not safe to be about
the streets. Six is an absurd age to insist
upon a youngster being sent to school, especi-
allyv if lie has to walk two muiles. When I
was of that age, I had to do it. The way
to thec school Jay through the buish and I
was terrified. It is too much to expect :a

child of six to walk two miles to school.
Of course I antL taking the extreme limit in
both instances-;- the cifld might be seven and
the distance might he less. Clause 32 con-
tains a very strong provision that should be
c-arefully considered. It begins.-

The proprietor, headmaster, or principal
teacher of any school, not being a Government
school, may apply to the Mnister in writing
to have such school found "efficient" for the
puirposes of this Act, and upon such applica-
tion being made the Minister shall forthwith
cause such] school to be inspected by an in-
spector of schools. . . . Provided always that
the Ministcr may, if ha is satisfied that any
school is? efficient as aforesaid, certify that
such school is efficient without inspection, and
upon any school being so certified, the Min-
ister shall include such certified school in the
list.

The Chief Secretary: I think that pro-
vision dates from the time when you were
Minister for Education.

Ho n, Sir EDWARD WIT TENOOM:
Then I am sorry I did not notice it. Sup-
pose we had a, Minister for Education 'who
was an enthusiastic supporter of some par-
ticular denomination, he could do a lot by
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way of favouritism. and by refraining9 from
inspecting a certain school. Suppose the
commuinists got into power in New South
Wales and Garden became Minister for Edu-
cation, how many schools would he pass with-
out inspection? I think we should have
some excellent schools of disloyalty in such
,circumstances. The clause gives the Minister
very great power. Probably the Chief Sec-
retary will be able to explain bow it has
worked in the past, hut I1 think members
will realise that it is great power to vest in
a Minister. I do not suppose that anything
I have said will have much effect.

lHon. J. R, Brown: It will not cut any
ice.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITThNOOM:
Still, I have had the satisfaction of saying
it. The Bill is a good one and it would be
,a fine thing if we could get more of our Acts
consolidated.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[4.54]:_ My remarks oii this Bill will indi-
cate what I endeavoured to convey when I
referred to education during the Address-in-
reply debate. While I feel myself in sym-
pathy with a good deal that Sir Edward
Wittencoin has said, I put quite a different
interpretation upon certain phases. of edu-
cation. One thing we should consider, par-
ticularly in the matter of primary educa-
tion, is that of relativity, not the relativity
of Einstein, but the relativity in our educea-
tional system to ensure to the people Pion-
erring the timber, agricultural and mining
areas, that their children will receive first-
class primary education before we start to
dleal with the mentally defective children of
the State. That is the point I wished to
stress during the Address-in-reply, and I am
glad that the Minister did not say he was
going to deal with the subnormal children
straight away. Instead of that he gave some
information, of which I was well aware, re-
garding the facilities offered in this State
for primary education. He asked if T was
prepared to bear my proportion of increased
taxation on this score. I am prepared to
do that provided there is relativity, and that
before tennis courts are provided in West
Perth for State school children of the city,
we give children of the parents I represent,
primary education. I eam well aware that
there is a first-class system of correspon-
dence instruction for outback children from
the age of six, under which bright children
have competed successfully in the scholar-
ship examinations to enable them to attend
[21]

secondary schools and the University. I am
also aware that in the outback portions of
the State parents6 often have not the time,
experience or knowledge to enable them to
assist the children.

Hon. E. R. Gray: Nor the inclination.
Hon. H. STEWART: Even if a parent

has not the inclination, why should the child
suffer? I should like the lion. member to
Ans.,wer that.

Hon], J. B. Brown: He says "no."
Hon. H. STEWART: Then he is in agree-

ment with me, and I thank him for
his interjection. If a parent has not
a9 sense of responsibility towards his child-
ren, it is all the more reason why
the children should not he denied educa-
tional facilities. In the outback districts
eight. children ranging in age from 6 to
14 years are necessary before a teacher is
provided. In many instances even a school
bui] ding is not provided. Recently at Moulyin
the residents got together eight children
between the ages of 6 and a little over 14.
The parents wvere prepared to send a child
of more than 14 to school probably because
it had lost education during earlier years,
but they could not get a school. Those
hard-working agriculturists had to combine
and build their own school on a property
centrally situated to the various farms for
seven or eight children to attend. I gave
evidence to this effect before the Ro-yal
Commission on Education, of which Dr.
Saw was a member, and I have not failed
to stress this phase year in and year out.
Parents distant eight or nine miles from
Wagin. because they could not get an at-
tendance of eight children, have had to
leave their farm and take up their resi-
dence in the town, the father working at
some avocation for wages or as an agent,
simply because they had an interest in their
children's education. Thus agricultural
production has suffered. Some of those
things could he overcome by the provision
of transport. It is not fair to ask children
of tender years; to drive to school a dis-
tance of eight miles or more: they cannot
do it. I am not blaming the Minister or
the system, hut I do want to bring home
to the authorities the importance of the
position, that so long as there are children
whose parents have not the time or per.
haps even the inclination or the knowlede
to help those children in connection with the
correspondence classes, or who are prejudiced
against the system, some consideration should
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be given to them. There may be four children
only, not of one family, who are unable
to take the advantage of the correspon-
dence system. Why should they be made to
suiffer? We pride ourselves that any child
in this State, possessed of mental equip-
mnt can avail himself or herself of the
,opportunities afforded by our education
system. There are opportunities for any
child who is fortunate enough through
heredity to be possessed of brains and
,character, to attain the highest phase of
education1 not only here but at Oxford,
and then to return and benefit the State
in the hwzhest walks of life. But there
are also inany that cannot get that oppor-
tunity. I resent the indulgence in frills in
connection with education, and experi-
ments that are carried out before morp
-necessary matters receive attention. Those
people who hanve the ability and the men-
tal equipment to enable themn to acquire
knowledge should be given the opportunity.
If a man has obtained the highest form
of education, he can do as much as the
next man; in fact; he can do more, being
possessed of a 'vell-stored mind. There
are phases of our education system that
give cause for wonder-when so much is
being written about new theories and new
phases of eduratian giving particular op-
portunities to a ebild-whether it has
developed on sound lines. There is no
doubt in my mind that in connection
with the education of children there
is need for discipline. We have had com-
pulsory education for a good many years,
and in this respect Sir Edward Wittenoom's
remarks are justified. Can we, as the result
of compulsory education over the last half-
century, say that it has been attended with
success, that success in accordance with what
we desire? If the result of education had
'been what was anticipated, we would not find
the community as it is to-day, taking very
little interest in. the affairs of the country,
and being so prone to spend leisure hours in
frivolous entertainment. Let i refer to
secondary education. There have been in-
stances where bright children have qualified
for entrance to Government secondary
schools. The Government require to know
whether the parents will keep those children
at the secondary schools for a period of five
years, except in special circumstances. If
children complete the five years' course and
take their leaving certificates, there is not~iug
to prevent them from going away to carr~y

on shearing, road making, or anything e
saving money and then, if they so wis-h,
back for a iurther few years to contine ti
studies so ihat they' may enter a profesii
law, medicine, or anything else. I have foi
that a la'ge proportion of ehildtet do
carry out their undertaking with the G
enimeni to completp- their full termn at
secondary sehools. In some instances il
the fault of tLe pupbl-. and in ot'ters
fakult f the parents wrho are not able
make the necessary sacrifice. Thus the c
dren go to a certain extent and then see
employment in dead-end occupations. DI
matters such as these that need to be inqui
into and remedied. The community a
whole, or at any rate a section, look ax
agreements made with the Government
something that can easily be broken or e(
promised. If parents of children sent
secondary schools undertake that those el
dren will complete their course at that schi
they should honour the obligations unl
there are good and sound reasons that p
vent them from doing so. I do not hi
what it costs to put students through
training College, hut I do know that teach(
on leaving that college are under agreem,
to serve the Government for so many yes
Perhaps the amount lumped will be £l,(
or mnore and this is all lost if the stude
after having qualified as a teacher, deci'
to marry p~erhaps a year or two later.
some instances I think they can comprom
with the Minister about the period they
to serve the Government. If there be
compromise, the State will not suffer peca
arily. This may be the cause militati
against children in outback districts not g
ting the educational opportunities to wh
they are entitled. At some of the sehoc
particularly those in the country, there
too frequent changes in the personnel of I
staffs. I can instance the Wagin school,
which during the last two years of the w
and in fact at intervals since, there have bc
a number of changes. It seems to be a del
to which to send headmasters for the pi
pose of moving them soon afterwards,
present headmaster was there for less th
six months- and after having had to start I
year's work with a new staff except for o
teacher he went on long service leave for
months. This again occurred in the case
the last two headmasters at that particul
school whvo also went on long leave afl
having been only a short time connected wi
the school. That kind of thing does not gi
a headmaster a chance to become famili
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with the running of the school. It should
not be necessary for such things to take
place. It camne particularly to my notice
that the headmaster had declared that the
frequent changes prevented the children
from securing proper training. One of the
headmnasters asked the inspector to report
the matter to the department and to urge
that it was not a f air thing that changes
should take place in this way, because the
children were not getting a continuity of
training. I remember that in the earlier
years at any ratea some of the teachers there
would be carried on from year to year, and
so there was a personal touch set up between
the teachers and the children. I felt that
with all these matters coming to my know-
ledge I really wished I had more time to1 go
around and tell the parents of the children
at the school that they were not getting a
fair deal.

The Chief Secretary: Have you ever re-
ported this?

Hon. H. STEWART: No. However, I am
mentioning the matter now. I know there
are difficulties in that class of school. Still,
the roads are better now than they were a
Pew years ago, and since there are only two
f the Class III1. schools in the State, it may

be found that the remedy is to make of it a
3onsolidated school and bring the others in.
In certain outlying districts there might be

pposition to the scheme. That, however,
,ouild be overcome. I am not trying to show
;hat the thing can be easily remedied. There
ire difficulties from the department's point
)f view. But the department should give
,onsideration to that school and other schools
)f the same grade, and perhaps to schools of
ither grades. These things should be watched
osome officer in the department, and there

hud not be these frequent changes of
taff. A teacher should be at least two years
a a school before being transferred to
nother. I believe that is actually the prin-
iple in the department, but that certain in-
luences get to work, or certain difficulties
rise, such as sickness, and that these things
ause variation in the carrying out of that
stablishied principle. When Sir Edward
Vittenoom. was speaking of the age limit of
4 years, Mr. Lovekin asked did he think that
'as sufficient education. Here the question of
-lativity comes in again. I would not favour
aie raising of the compulsory age to 16, for I
mn satisfied that plenty of children would
ot benefit by being kept at school for a"-
Uher two years. They have not the ineces-
try mental equipment to profit by it, but

speaia.[ training, probably in some vocational
instruction, aught be fielpful when the
finances permit of its introduction. The
children It am thinking of have not the type
of brain that would enable them to acquire
the extra book knowledge. \What 'we would
require to do is to provide for those who
have natural mental endowment facilities to
obtain the education for which they are
fitted. Also we should safeguard their posi-
tion by providing that parents who are un-
sympathetic towards that idea will not try
to prevent their children from getting what
is their natural right. But we should be
careful not to bring in legislation for the
people in a general catch-cry for more
education. We shouild not be led into bring-
ing in to force some law which will mean
that a certain proportion of the children
will be retained to be given what is an ordin-
ary primary education, and are to be kept
at school although benefiting in no -way
whatever. They would be better out in the
open fields, developing those physical powers
with which, generally, they are well en-
dowed. In doing that they might expand
their mental powers and so later be able to
take advantage of other scholastic oppor-
tunities offered.

Hon. A. J. HI. Saw: We want more bur-
saries and scholarships to keep the clever
boy at school.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, I am fully in
accord with that. J am not concerned if
a boy has not the brains to enable him to
get to the secondary school and take his
leaving certificate. But if when a child has
done that, he has not the character to go
out end work at his vocation, even at manual
work, he is not worth worrying about. In
the United States and in Vietria it is
not considered discreditable for a University
student to tackle manual work. I should
like evidence from Sir Edwvard W"iftenooi
that it is considered degrading for them to
do so in this State. If a young man has
qualified by getting his leaving certificate.
and then goes off and for seven or eight
years works at shearing and afterwards
wants to qualify for a profession, there is
nothing to prevent him from doing it. T
have known a -number of leading professional
men in MAelbourne whose academic education
was obtained in that way. At one stage,
while Sir Edward Wiltenoom was speaking.
I felt strongly inclined to interject. He
s~aid that amongst the leading men of tisi
State practically none had anything but a
primary education. All the More honour to
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them for their success. But he cannot say
that they would not have been even better
men if they had had better educational op-
portunities. If Sir Edward measures success
by I s. d., he does not measure it in the
-%vay 1 do. He will find that the people of
higher education, professional or otherwise,
are not the mn who make the most money;
unless it is that as professional men, or
academicians they, like Lord Kelvin, happen
to be super-men and so get very high sal.
aries. If so, it is wore by accident than by
striving after emoluments. For the effect
of higher education is to make a man satis-
fied with sufficient to provide, first necessi.*
ties and then comforts, for those dependent
on him. He soons learns that money is not
the only thing in life. Amongst those who
have enjoyed the advantages of higher edu-
cation we find that the desire for accumu-
lating money becomes practically a siecond-
ary consideration. A little while ago I re-
ferred to a clause in the Bill, and said I
would come back to it. I was then speaking
of the unfortunate people who are pioneer-
ing this State out in districts where the
chidren are few and scattered, and where
for some reason they are not able to benefit
by the very excellen t system of correspond-
ence instruction in operation in the depart-
meat. In Clause 50 we hare a provision
that the Minister, at his, discretion, may
excuse from attendance at school children
who are required to help in the fields at
harvest time or other special periods. From
the reading of that clause I take it there is
no limitation as to the age of the child to be
exempted, that the people who are engaged
in harvesting can keep the whole of their
children, of from six years to 14 years of
age, at home to help with the harvest. If
so, it is a reflection on the agricultural in-
dlustry. I, as a practical agriculturist, say
that the utility for that purpose of children
up to 14 years of age is such that they should
not be allowed to participate in it.

'Hon. A. Lovekink: It is n great injustice
to the children.

Hon. H. STEWART:- I agree. The Gov-
ernment that recognised that the agricultnral
industry should he given a concession like
that ought to realise the truth of our re-
marks when we speak here and say there
are disabilities in connection with the agri-
cultural industry, that not aft the people are
wheat growers, and that not all the wheat
growers are making incomes that excuse the
Government for stopping the driving allow-

anice for their children. A Goveram
bringing down, a clause like this should:
have imposed increased land taxation, f
should not have imposed a greater bur(
on the agricuLtutist under the vermin
than is imposed on the pastoralist.

The Chief Secretary: This provision I
been in existence for the last 30 years.

Hon. HI. STEWART: Bunt why put it
a consvolidating Bill?

Hon. A. Lovekin:. Why not see about tj
ing it out?

Hon. H. STEWART: 1 agree with i
proposal in the Bill to increase the age I
special exemption from 12 years to 13 yea
I should like to see that exemption abolish
but I realise there may be in the metropc
tan area, widows with respect to whom thi
are certain reasons which would make ti
a hardship. Still I m not at all in sy.
pathy with any provision, unless it is. und
very special circumstances, that exempti
should be granted for the non-attendar
at school of children under 14 years of a,
Even at the age of 12 there are some chi]
ran wvho can do more good by beingF out
the open and learning the use of their ban
than by being kept at school. I would
glad of flr. Saw's corroboration of th
statement, hut even if he fails to corrobora
it, I - will beg to differ from him. It
impossible to drive knowledge into so'
heads, ancr in such cases two more years
school would he of very little benefit. Sn,
children should be given special exemptia
Mr. Lovekin has had a great deal of expe
iclice of children, hut lprobably those -wI
come before him are pretty bright in t]
upper storeys, though they may riot ha,
been brought up in quite the rir-ht kind
way.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you think thi
might be brushed up a little9

Hon. H. STEWART: I am in acco,
with the proposals for the treatment
habitual truants and for tightening up tI
position as indicated in the Bill. This coi
solidating measure will be a boon. By ti
time one has examined all the Educatio
Acts and the amendments, and tried to pi
each amendment in its proper place, one ea
see that it is high time a consolidating mear
are was brought down. I was astonishei
when I examined the. Bill, to find that sue
a mass of paper as is represented by th
different Education Acts had been assemble
in such a convenient and compact form.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: And even this could
be condensed.

Hon. H, STEWART: I support the Bill.

HOW. J. 3. HOLMES (North) [5.33:
I do not know that I am qualified to speak
on this Bill, nor would I have spoken except
for some points raised by previous speakers.
I was horn in the bush in the early days
when schools were not available. I have had
to learn what little I know since I began to
work for my living in Fremantle, It was
no fault of my parents that I did not re-
main at school because no school was avail-
able. I would point out to Mr. Stewart that
in a big country like this there must be some
children in isolated parts who are neglected
in matters of education. I fail to see how
we can overcome that difficulty. I have been
astounded to find how touch this and other
Governments have done in the way of pro-
viding educational facilities for children. It
I understand the Chief Secretary correctly,
not onlly do the Government pay men to
drive their children to school iu buggies, but
pay for the petrol in the case where the
man owns a motor car. That is going a
little too far. If a mail can afford a motor
car, lie should be able to take his own child-
ren to school. It is the mnan in the back-
blocks, to whom Air. Stewvart referred, who
has neither horse nor calrt, who should be
assisted in getting his children to school. In
this State there are something like 50,000
motor cars, or one to every eight persons.
The Oovernment are encouraging the use of
motor cars in these cases by paying for the
petrol in order that men may take their
children to school. The system of educa-
tion is somewhat wrong. We are trying to
teach all children on the same lines. My
views for many years have been that if par-
ents will not decide upon wvhat lines their
children should be educated, the teacher
should do so and take tile responsibility.
We should first of all study a child's char-
ieter, see what stage he is capable of reach-
_ng, and educate him accordingly. The pracl-
:ice is to teach children French or Latin,
ut a decision should be arrived at as to

rvhat point a child is capable of reachin,,
tnd he should then be educated in that
lirection. Mr. Stewart referred to children
vho go through the Modern School, and then
ireak faith with the Government by leaving1
.chool altogether. The trouble confronting
hese young people is that there is no rooni

for them in the professions, and they can-
not learn a trade, They therefore become
unskilled members of the community. The
restrictions upon apprentices are so severe
and arbitrary that the children who might,
with their higher education and better
training of mind, become excellent trades-
men are prevented from doing so.

Hon. H. Stewart: They ean only go half
way,

Ron. 3. J. HOLMIES: That is a difficulty
the rising generation is faced with. Unles
a child is very clever and is of outstanding
ability, he does not make headway. As a
result of arbitration and other things, the
individual can to-day earn mare with his,
hands than with his head. This applits
to a lot of young people who have brains
and have received a good education. They
are unable to enter any of the professions,
and revert to unskilled labour. Clause 32
provides that the Minister can grant ex-
emption to certain children if, in his own
opinion, they are inefficient. That is not
right. Our secondary schools fail owing
to tbat clause. The difference, as It visual-
ise, it, between the State school teacher and
the teacher in secondary schools is that the
former is taught how to impart his know-
ledge to the child-a very essential qualifi-
cation-while the latter is not so trained.
The State school teacher is paid on results,
another very important thing, and if he
gets a certain percntage of passes he is
moved into a higher school and paid a
higher salary. There is an incentive for
him to teach the children properly and efl-
ciently, and get results which will brin~g
him additional remuneration. It is differ-
eit with tile other schools. In those schools
we have men and women of the highest
education and exceptional qualifications,
but so far as I can judge, they have not
been taught how to impart their know-
ledge to their pupils. That is a great dis-
advantage to the children. So far as [
can gather such teachers go on from year
to year at a fixed salary. There is no in-
centive for them to specialise on children
and get a certain percentage of passes in
order that they may receive additional re-
muneration. .When we figure it out front
the standpoint of commonsense, we see that
children attending the State schools have
the advantage of a teacher to whose in-
terest it is to push them along, whereas
in the other schools there are teachers who
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receive the same remuneration year after
year irrespective of results. Thus it is
that in State schools the children get an
all-round education, whereas in the other
schools only the boy or girl who has out-
standing ability can get to the top of the
ladder. The brighter children only secure
a certain percentage of passes, sufficient to
give them an exemption certificate, while
the rank and file do not recive the atten-
tion they deserve. These are my views as
a casual observer on matters of education.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

ElAlr-PERMANENT RESERVE
(KING'S PARK).

Second Reading.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[5.421 in moving the second reading said:-
This is a short Bill. I do not think there
will be much objection to it when I have
fully explained it. In the early days certain
resumptions were wade along the frontage
of King's Park, and the blocks running down
to the riven. One of these blocks known as
L5I and hialf of block L6 faces the vertical
cliff, which hon. members may know is near
Mr. Guilfoyle's house. This is where a pipe
has been takea into the Mount Eliza reser-
voir. The cliff was so vertical that the pipe
could not he taken up its face, and the de-
partment had to make a tunnel through the
cliff, and put a shaf t down from the top in
order to bring the pipe up through it. That
block is inaccessible from any other part of
the Park unless one goes round from Crawley
or down the Mount's Bay-road to the site
along the lower road. About 1005 or 1906
the Park rented this ground to a Chinaman
for market garden purposes. The original
rent was 10s. a week. After a time this was
reduced to 5s., and then to 4s. The China-
man could not keep it on, and we were unable
to induce him to do so even if we charged
no rental whatever. It was swampy moist
land, and the snails and slugs played such
havoc with his vegetables that he could not
make a living there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: He might have done
well in Prance.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The health authori-
ties then got to work. They said this land
was a breeding ground for mosquitoes, and

that we must get rid of them. The Pa
Board went to the expense of providing ke'
sene sprays, and spraying the land in adi
to keep down mosquitoes. The hoard a
bought a lot of cinders from the brewei
aad put a top-dressing on the land in
endeavour to allay the pest.

Elon. A. J. H. Saw : Is that where t
numerous mosquitoes in the park came fror

Hon. A. LOVERIN: Possibly their anen
tors came from that particular spot, At
events the mosquitoes constituted a serio
nuisance, and were a great expense to t
board. The expense has gone on ai
I may add that the board have a
had too much money for the past '
years. Recently a man approached the boa:
and said if he could get some fixity of ten
for the block, about an acre and two roof
he would pay the board a rental of £100
year, subject to re-appraisement of the re
every ten years, and would put up a te
house and some tennis courts, spendix
£2,000 or £3,000 on the block. The hoti
thought it was a good scheme, as it woud
reclaim the block after being a plague-spi
for mosquitoes. Accordingly the boai
thought it well to recommend that the appi
cant be given a term of 25 years, subject i
the conditions laid down in the Bill, one(
which is that he shall not use the land Ai
any purpose that the hoard do not approx
of. Not having the power to lease the lam
the hoard have agreed to ask Parliament I
give them the power. The Bill is really o
all fours with an Act passed in connectio
with the Point Walter Reerve, where a
area was leased for the purpose of establisi
ing tearooms. I originally put up this Bi
as an amendment to the Parks and Reserve
Act, hut the Lands Department thought
would be better to put it up as a separat
Bill on the lines of the measure referring t,
Point Walter. In connection with public re
serves, one has to be careful not to part witi
land. All lands reserved will be required ii
future, and we should steadfastly hold oi
to every acre that we can. A pcriod of 21
years, however, especially in the case of
block such as this, is neither here nor there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The block is isolated.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. If the bloct

can he put to some use in the imniediatq
present, we shiall he doing thle right thing
The leasing of it will really be in conformit3
with the policy adopted in the park since it
inception. We desire to see the park a
place for the recreation and enjoyment oI
all manner of people. If a person wants
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to walk into the hush, he will at the pre-
sent moment find in the park nearly 00
acres of fairly good bush. If a person
wishes to walk there amongst shrubs and
flowers, he can do so. If it is his desire
to have a drive, there is a splendid road
now to drive on; and in future, with the
help given by the Government through
traffic fees, there will be still better roads.
If a person desires views, he can get peeps
from that park which, I think, are unsur-
passed anywhere in Australia. Others who
desire to dissipate their surplus energy
can play tennis or, if older, bowls, and the
boys can play football and the children
can enjoy the swings. In a short time we
shall see the park developed by the sceet
now being carried out on RKing's Park-road.
I am glad to say that quite a number of
people arc sufficiently generous to help the
park, and thiey have found the money re-
quired to do that work. It will not cost
the board or the country anything to beau-
tify the park all the way from Crawley;
and the municipalities have undertaken
their part of the work. Eventually we shall
have there one of the most magnificent
drives in Australia, not even exceptinz:
the St. Kildn-roqd in Mfelhjourne, be-
cause we have no tramways along- our
road. We have a thoroughfare from the
Barracks in St. George's terrace all the
way along King's Park-road, down Thomas
street .and Ferdinand street to the Mfent-
orial Hall at Crawley. The scheme for
this little teahouse will Assist in the hoard's
policy of prodiding something for every-
body, where such conveniences are not
available otherwise.. I commend the Bill
to the favourable consideration of the
House. I have here a plan bearing on the
Bill, which bon. members may like to see.
It shows the block and a half proposed to
be leased. I have Also the file relating to
the lease to the Chinamran. I mov--

'That the Bill be -now read a second time.

On. motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-ELECTRIC UIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

T HE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [5.5S) in moving the sec-
ond reading said: The purpose of this Bill
is to ratify an agreement entered into by

the Commissioner of Railways with the
Perth City Council and the Melville Road
Board relating to supply of electric cur-
rent. Under the Electric Light and Power
Agreement Act of 1913, the Perth City
Council are vested with power to enter
into an agreement with any local authority
to supply current in bulk to such local
authority; provided the municipal or road
board district is situate wholly or partly
within the radius of five miles from thu
Old General Post Office. But they cannot
supply retail current outside the five-mile
radius, as that right is reserved to the par-
ticular local authority concerned. The
Cresco Fertiliser Company some months
aoO Applied for a S~ipply of current for
their works at Basseadean. These works,
being within a five-mile radius of
the old General Post Office, would, in ac-
erdance with the provisions of the Elec-
tric Light and Power Agreement Act, he
suapplied from the City Council's under-
ground inain cables in Perth. To give the
large supply required, would mean in-
creasing the capacity of these cables at a
heavy cost much sooner than would other-
wise he necessary. Other means of supply
was therefore sought. The Government
have a 22,000-volt line going out to Mid-
land Junction and passing close to the
Cresco Company's works, and it was sug-
gested by the Perth City Council that
they should be allowed to take the cur-
rent from this Government main. N~ego-
tiations to this end were entered into, and
the Government naturally asked for a
quid pro quo. It. was finally agreed that
in consideration of their being- permitted to
supply all consumers in the Bayswater dis-
trict, including those outside the five-mile
radius, the City Council should surrender to
the Government the right to supply current
in the Applecross area. The arrangement
suits both parties. The connection at Bays-
water cost the department £500, and the
City Council pay £5 a year as rent for the
use of the connection. The direct supply
will be much more economical than through
the ring main, and we shall receive the same
price for it, viz., 3Aid. per unit. For the
Government to supply the very few con-
sumers outside the five-mile radius would
mean an extension of our mains at Gayer-
sham-an expense which would not be corn-
mnensurate -with the return. The Melville
Road Board's plant-poles, lines, end trans-
formers-was purchased by the Govern-
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ment for £1,500. Additions will entail a
further expenditure of £850. Fow the sup-
ply in bulk through the council to the Mel-
yulle Road Board we received about £173
per annum. From the direct supply we
should receive £700--an increase of £627
per annum. To put the whole thing in a
nutshell: The Bill proposes an exchange of
territory between the Government and the
Perth City Council. The Goveurmnent are
undertaking not to supply retail current in
tiny portion of the Bayswater Road District
in consideration of the Perth City Council
surrendering the right to supply retail cur-
rent in the Appleeross area, which is under
the control of the Melville Road Board. The
exc3hange of rights is satisfactory to both
parties. The Government do not desire to
supply the few retail consumers outside the
five-mile radius at BaysTwater, and so have
arranged for the Perth City Council to take
them over. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bil1l passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. 31.
Drew-Central) '6.21: 1 move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 11th September.

I would be glad indeed if lion. members
would place on the Notice Paper any amend-
meats they propose to wove in connectionl
with the Education Bill. T trust they will
do that as early as possible. It is a very
important mneasure and any oanendlments
proposed will require careful and serious
consideration.

Questionj put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m.

legisLative EeembLp,
W~ednesday, 5th September, 1928.
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The SPEAYER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCB.

On motion by Mr. Panton, leave of ab.
senee for one month granted to Hon. W. D.
Johnson (CGnildford) on the ground of iLl-
health.

BILLr-KULJA EASTWARD RAILWAY.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.

NOTION-FREMANTLE HARBOUR

DEVELOPMENT.

To inquire by Select Committee.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.35]: 1
Inoe-

That a Select Committee be appointed to)
inquire into the scheme proposed by the
Engineer-ia-Chief, Mr. Stileman, for the
development of Frenantle Harbour, and that
in the opinion of this House no further ex-
penditure should be incurred on the Leighton-
Robb's Jetty railway, including the bridge
over the Swan River, until such time as this
House shall have an opportunity of discussing
the report of such Committee.

I sincerely hope the House will did3-
cuss this mnatter purely from a national
point of view. I am nut ,4pproach-
ing it from any party point of' view or
with any desire to obtain a party advan-
tage. WVe are now dealing with a matter
of vital importance to the future of the
State. I am waking tabd request for a
select committee because I think, in view
of the diversity of opinions expressed
upon this very important subject, the
House should have fuller informaRtion be-
fore it is asked to come to a decision.
Speaking as a representative of the pri-


