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The Minister for Justice: The Common-
wealth officer is to do these things in con-
sultation with the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. THOMSON: I am anxious to safe-
guard Western Australian rights. The only
officer who can do anything is the State
Chief Electoral Officer.

The Minister for Justice: But other per-
sons ean do things by his direction.

Mr. THOMSON: The officer who to-day
compiles the Katanning rolls, if I may quote
that instance, is in every way qualified to
ensure that those rolls are correct. He
should have the opportunity to check the
volls in fnture; but the Bill hands over
the whole matter to the Federal CGlovern-
ment, and the only check, apart from that
exercised by members themselves or hy
country organisations, will be that of the
Chief Electoral Officer, who, sitting in
Perth, cannot possibly obtain knowledge
whether certain names should be on the
Katanning roll or not.

The Minister for Justice: Under the
measure it is his duty to put on the name
of every person entitled to be enrolled.

Mr. THOMSON: The Chief Electoral
Officer, from his office here, would not be
in a position to purify the rolls, of, say,
the Geraldton electorate. I refer fo the
State point of view. We must accept the
Commonweslth rolls compiled by Common-
wealth officials.

The Minister for Justice: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. Marshall: It must be admitted that
the Federal rolis are more up-to-date.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not admig it. Tf
the hon. member is willing to hand over our
Electoral Office to the Commonwealth, T am
not.

The Minister for Justice: We shall still
require a Chief Electoral Officer and staff.

Mr., THOMSON: T want to have the same
Bacilities for checking rolls in future as we
have to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If the rolls
were printed only a month hefore an elec-
don, there would be a nice mess.

The Minister for Justice: Under Clause
.4 the Chief Electoral Officer can print the
olls whenever he thinks fit, without refer-
mee to anybody.

Mr. THOMSON : I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘ghall,’! in line 2, there

¢ inserted ‘‘in eonsultation with the Chief
‘lectoral Officer.”’
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If the Minister considers that his officer
should have control, there shounld be no ob-
jection to the amendment.

Hon. G. Taylor: Clause 24 provides for
that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and so does Clauge 38. However, some ques-
tion arises as to the forece of “may” and
“shall.” The carrying of the amendment
would mean that the Commonwealth Regis-
trar could not make additions, alterations or
eorrections  without the Chief Electoral
Officer. If the latter were not available,
the registrar would not be able to do those
things.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

HHouse adjourned at 10.30 p.m,

Legislative CQouncil,

Wednesday, 5th September, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—EDUCATION.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(South-Kast) [4.34]: T understand that
M>r. Brown was good enough to secure the
adjournment of the debate for me, and there-
fore I take this opportunity to thank him
for his eourtesy. It is rarely that we have
the chance to discuss so important a subjeet
as education, which I look upon as one of
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the largest, if not the largest, avenues of
expenditure indulged in by the State. At
present I think the expenditure under
that heading amounts to about £750,000.
That is a hoge sum, from the expendi-
ture of which we naturally expeet to get
very good results, Some three or four
vears ago a pgood deal of attention was
paid to some remarks I made. At that time
I said we were edueating our young peo-
ple beyond their opportunities. I am sorry
to say 'that I have found the opinions I
expressed then confirmed in later years. In
addition to our system of free elementary
education, which is quite a correct system,
we have high schools and other eduea-
tional facilities made available by the Gov-
ernment. But now we have a fully fledged
university possessed of so much money
that those concerned do not know what te
do with it. I think these additional faeili-
ties will merely serve to provide more
blind alleys than ever for some of our
young people. In the circumstances, I
think we shall perhaps find we are going
in for too muech education. The main thing
we want in this State is work and industry.
Ours is a country that must be made sue-
cessful as the result of primary production.
Most of that production can be obtained
only as the result of work, which is eom-
monly known as manual labour. Unless
we have 2 sufficiency of manual labour, we
shall not be able to develop the immense
area of virgin country within the borders
of the State. I do not know whether it be
true, but T have been told that many of
those interested in this question of educa-
tion are inclined to discourage manual
labour. T have heard it stated that it is
not only discouraged, but in many instan-
ces it is looked vpon as degrading, For
anyone to think that manual labour is do-
grading is an absurdity. No manual labour
that is earried out honestly ean be degrad-
ing. On the other hand, it ean only be
a matier of satisfaction to the person who
undertakes it in a proper spirit. In view
of the position confronting us in Western
Australia, we must remember the great ne-
cessity for a sufficiency of workers in vari-
ous industries fo further the development
of our country. The question is whether
these higher avennes of education will pro-
vide what we require. It seems to me that
this assertion T have alluded fo regarding
the attitude towards manual labour, is

[COUNCIL.)

borne out by the fact that we cannot get
clearers to go to the country areas in order
to assist the farmers who wish to extend
their operations. We have heard a loi
about that subject, so there is no need to
go into it further.

The Honorary Minister: But your stafe-
ment is hardly correct.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
It is correct from my point of view. I know
of three or four properties where there
was work available but not one individual

“applied for the work for months. Another

point Learing on this aspect is the faet
that we have to import shearers from the
Eastern States. I can understand state-
ments made the other day regarding the
reluctance of men to undertake clearing
confracts because the remuneration was not
as satisfactory as they would like.  That
argument eannot prevail where shearing is
concerned, because a shearer of moderate
ability can easily earn £10 per week af
the present rate of wages. I have advised
many young men te go in for shearing.
They start “picking up’’ at £3 15s. per
week, with keep, and during the time they
are engaged in that capacity they learp
shearing. From that stage onwards, they
are able to make £10 a week. Hon. mem.
bers will appreciate that that is easy see-
ing that they get 40s. per hundred.

The Honorary Minister: For how many
weeks will those shearers be employed?

Hon, J. J. Holmes: All the year round ir
this State.

The Honorary Minister: That is absolutely
impossible.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Very well; we shal
see.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Lel
us suppose that the men are not employed al
the year round. Hon, members will realist
that a young fellow engaged in shearing wil
be able to save £300 or £400 out of his wage:
earned during two or threec years. He car
then refrain from continuing as a sheare
and follow some profession or occupatior
that may be more in keeping with his tastes

Hon., H. J. Yelland: How could such i
young fellow follow some profession if yot
deprive him of the necessary education?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: N
man is deprived of the education that he re
ceives at the elementary State schools. Tha
system furnishes a young man with the fines
foundation he can proecure anywhere.
have no hesitation in saying there are num
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bers of men in this Chamber and in the Legis-
lative Assembly who have had no greater
educational advantages than they obtained in
the State schools.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Do you think that is
sufficient in these days?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM : Yes,
for certain oceupations, sueh as those fol-
lowed by manual labourers. Such 2 young
fellow may go in for farming or shearing.
While he is engaged in those occupations, he
can procure beoks and read them in order to
improve his mind. That is what most of us
did in the days gone by. When we went out
pioneering the country with sheep and en-
gaged in the production of wool, we got hold
of all the books we could and read them.
They pave us the information required to
help us in the industries we were following.
Had we gone to the university, and had vari-
ous subjeets crammed into our heads, a lot
of that education, which is now regarded as
of the higher type, would have had to be
eliminated because we could not have made
any use of it. The elementary eduneation
that is procurable in our State schools is
quite good enough to enable anyone to start
in life, unless that person intends to enter a
profession.

Hon. J. R. Brown: How will you be able
to diseriminate? You will have to ballot for
the positions.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I did
not catch the hon. member’s interjection; I
am satisfied that it must have been a good
one.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Brown wished
to knayv how you wonld discriminate,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM :
When I was interrupted, I was pointing out
that these avenues of higher education ex-
tend every inducement {o our young men fo
refrain from going out into the country at
an earlier stage, and encourage them to re-
main in the cities. This will lead to a lot of
trouble and to many of these young fellows
being led up blind alleys. I speak from ex-
perience. If we consider what has been
going on in Egypi and India, we will realise
that pearly all the troubles in those countries
have been caused by over-education. I had
the pleasure of a conversation with a very
talented and highly educated Indian. He
told me that nearly all their tronbles were
created by numerous young men who had
heen through the universities and had secured
the highest education. When those young
fellows were asked to undertake aecupations
natural to their country, they said, “Oh, no!
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We cannot do any manual labour; we want
some oecupation in keeping with the teach-
ings we have received. We want to be
demonstrators or to have positions more in
keeping with what we have been taught at
the university.,” That is why I say it is un-
wise to eduecale our people beyond their
opportunities. I do not say that out of any
gpirit of hostility to education. What T
want to see is that we get the proper educa-
tion that is suitable to our people. If we
give a young man his choice, he will not go
into the country after he is 14 or 15 years of
age, espectally if he is a good ericketer, a
noted oarsman or a fine boxer. Neither will
be go out if he has a good sweetheart in the
city.

Hon. J. Nichalson: Or if he is a good
mathematician,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: [
will not say that because a good mathema-
tician comes more within the scope of the
seiences. I was referring more to the sport-
ing side of the young men of to-day. Swuch
a young fellow will prefer to go on fo the
high schools and subsequently to the univer-
sity—it all costs nothing! In these circum-
stances it is so easy to induce young men
to remain in the city rather than to go out
into the country.

Hon, J. R. Brown: I do not think you
believe that.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOOM: Tn
speaking along these lines, I do not do so
after the fashion of Disrneli when he made
his remarkable specech and said, “You will
not hear nie to-day, but the day will come
when you will hear me’” I do not put it
like that. I am afraid the day will come
when it will be realised that the remarks T
have made .contain more than a sembiance
of truth, though I hope not. My theory is
that o young fellow, very highly eduecated
and with his head full of so-called cdueation
from the University, will not have a very
hopeful life it his pocket at the same time
is full of emptiness, I do not think eduea-
tion makes nup for lack of means to enjoy
life in a reasonable manner. I am safe in
saying—and I intend no offence to anybody
—that most of the suecessful men in this
State have never had the higher edueation.
When I speak of higher education, I mean
the edueation imparted by high schools and
the University. If we look around the city
or in Parliament, most of the suecessful men
have had what is called an ordinary eduea-
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tion. But thai ordinary eduecation has beeun
combined with sense—I wonld not say brain,
beeause that comes from edueation.

Hon. H. Stewart: Sense is inherited; and
s0 are the brains.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOQOM: I
think the brains can be developed.

Hon. H. Stewart: But not if they are not
inherited.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The
point I am trying to make is that if we are
going to develop the country in the way we
wish and if we wapt onr own countrymen
to do that work

Hon. J. R. Brown: You will have to keep
them in ignorance in order to get the work
done.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Does the hon. member term it being kept in
ignorance to have the elementary education
imparted in our State sehools? If so, the
hon. member could not have reeceived it.
Another matter we have fo consider is that
wherever we go, the popular cry is that we
cannot spend too much on education. Every
man wants his son to be eduncated better
than he himself has been. That is quite a
nice and proper idea, but do we find those
young men coming into Parliament? At the
latest election almost all the refiring mem-
bers were returned, and none of those pro-
gressive young men were found to take their
places. How many University men have
we in Parliament to-day?

Hon, J. J. Holmes: They
enough to keep out of it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM : No,
I think they have diseretion.

Hon. J. R. Brown: The work is too havd.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: At
any rate, the fact remains. While the
public are talking so mueh abouf educa-
tion and are pleased that the expenditure
is about three-quarters of a million a year,
we do not find that we are getting much re-
turn for the money. However, the existing
poliey is in foree and T doubt whether any-
thing I ean say will lead to its being altered.
I am merely putting forward these views
in confirmation of what I said some years
ago and fo avail myself of the rather rare
opportunity to say a few words on the sub-
jeet, I have no desire to disparage the Edu-
cation Department. but I do not think any-
one can successfully contend that we are
getting value for the three-quarters of a
million spent annually on education. The

*

have sense

[COUNCIL.}

Bill, 1 consider, is a most useful one, It is
a good thing te consolidate all the different
measures concerned. Still, there are one or
two points thut appear to require consid-
eration. (lause 13 provides, ameng othar
things—

The parent of every child of not less than
si¥ nor more than nine years of apge shall, if
there is a Government or efficient school
within two miles of such child’s resideace,
measured by the nearest road or other reason-
able means of access, cause such child to
attend such sehool on such days as the school
is open.

I toke exeeption to the idea of sending a
child of six to n State school. It is making
a nursery of the school. If the Minister
wishes to be returned on the next oceasion
without the slightest opposition, he shonid
make the age four, and thus convert the
schools into nurseries. Yesterday afternoon
I happened to be going to Fremantle when
the children of the North Fremantle school

were coming out. There were hun-
dreds  of them, little toddling things

for whom it was not safe to he abont
the streets. Six is an absurd age to insist
upon a youngster being sent to school, especi-
ally if he has to walk two miles, When I
was of that age, T had to do it. The way
te the school lay through the bush and I
was terrified. It is too much to expect n
child of six to walk two miles to school.
Of course T am taking the extreme limit in
both instances; ihe ehild might be seven and
the distanee might be less, Clause 32 con-
tains a very strong provision that should be
carefully considered. Tt begins—

The proprictor, headmaster, or principal
teacher of any school, not being a Government
school, may apply te the Minister in writing
to have such school found “‘efficient’’ for the
purposes of this Act, and upon such applica-
tion being made the Minister shall forthwith
canse such school to be inspected by an in-
spector of schaols. . . . Provided always that
the Minister may, if he is satisfied that any
sehool iz efficient as aforesaid, certify that
such school is efficient without inspection, and
upon any school being so certified, the Min-

%§t§r shall include such ¢ertified sehool in the
ist.

The Chief Seecretary: I think that pro-
vision dates from the time when you were
Minister for Education,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Then T am sorry T did not notiee it. Sup-
pose we had a Minister for Edueation who
was an enthusiastic supporter of some par-
ticular demomination, be ecould do a lot by
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way of favouritism and by refraining from
inspecting a certain school. Suppose the
communists got into power in New South
Wales and Garden became Minister for Edu-
eation, how many schools would he pass with-
ont inspeetion? I think we should have
some cxcellent schools of disloyalty in such
civcamstances. The clause gives the Minister
very great power. Probably the Chief See-
vetary will be able to explain how it has
worked in the past, but I think members
will realise that it is great power to vesf in
a Minister. T do not suppose that anything
I have said will have much effect.

Hon, J. R. Brown: It will not cut any
ice.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Still, T have had the satisfaetion of saying
it. The Bill i3 a good one and it would be
& fine thing if we could get more of our Acts
consolidated,

HON. H. STEWART (South-Easi)
[4.54]): My remarks on this Bill will indi-
cale what I endeavoured to convey when I
referred Lo education during the Address-in-
reply debate. While I feel myself in sym-
pathy with a good deal that Sir Edward
‘Wittenoom has said, I put gunite a different
interpretation upon certain phases of edu-
cation, One thing we should consider, par-
ticularly in the matter of primary educa-
tion, is that of relativity, not the relativity
of Einstein, but the relativity in our edueca-
tional system to ensure to the people pion-
eering the timber, agricultural and mining
areas, that their children will receive first-
class primary educafion before we start to
deal with the mentally defective children of
the State. That is fthe point I wished to
stress during the Address-in-reply, and I am
glad that the Minister did not sny he was
going to deal with the subnormal children
straight away. Instead of thaf he gave some
information, of which I was well aware, re-
garding the facilities offered in this State
for primary education. He asked if T was
prepared to bear my proportion of inereased
taxation on this score. 1 am prepared tfo
do that provided there is relativity, and that
before tennis eourts are provided in West
Perth for State school children of the city,
we give children of the parents I represent,
primary educetion. I am well aware thal
there is a first-class sysiem of correspon-
dence instruetion for outback children from
the age of six, under which bright children
have competed successfully in the scholar-
ship examinations to enable them to attend

[21]
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secondary schools and the University. I am
alse aware that in the outback portions of
the State parents often have not the time,
experience or knowledge to enable them to
assist the children,

Hon. E. BH. Gray: Nor the inclination.

Hon. H. STEWART: Even if a parent
has not the inelination, why shkould the child
suffer? I should like the hon. member (o
answer that.

Hon, J. R. Brown: He says “no.”

Hon, H, STEWART: Then he is in agree-
ment with me, and I thank him for
his interjection. If a parent has not
a sense of responsibility towards his child-
ren, it is all the more reason why
the children should not be denied edunea-
tional facilities. In the outback distriels
eight children ranging in age from 6 to
14 years are necessary before a teacher is
provided. In many instances even a school
building is not provided. Recently at Moulyin
the residents got together eight children
between the ages of 6 and a litfle over 14.
The parents were prepared to send a child
of more than 14 to school probably because
it bad lost education during earlier years,
but they conld not get a sechool. Those
hard-working agriculturists had to combine
and bnild their own school on a property
centrally situated to the varions farms for
seven or eight children to attend. I gave
evidence to this effect before the Royal
Commission on Education, of which Dr.
Saw was a member, and I have not failed
to stress this phase year in and year out.
Parents distant eight or nine miles from
‘Wagin, becanse they could not get an at-
jendance of eight children, have had to
leave their farm and fake up their resi-
dence in the town, the father working at
some avocation for wages or as an agent,
simply beeause they had an interest in their
children’s eduncation. Thus agricultural
production haes suffered. Some of those
things could he overcome by the provision
of transport. It is not fair to ask children
of tender years to drive to school a dis-
tance of eight miles or more: they cannot
do it. T am nof blaming the Minister or
the system, but I do want to bring home
to the authorities the importanece of the
position, that so long as there are children
whose parents have not the time or per
haps even the inclination or the knowledee
to help those childrer in connection with the
correspondence classes, or who are prejudiced
against the system, some consideration should
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be given to them. There may be four children
only, not of one family, who are unable
to take the advantage of the correspon-
dence svstem. Why should they be made to
suffer? We pride ourselves that any child
in this State, possessed of mental equip-
ment ean avail himself or herself of the
opportunities afforded by our education
system. There are opportunities for any
child who is fortunate enough through
heredity to be possessed of brains and
character, to attain the highest phase of
edueation, not only here but at Oxford,
and then to return and benefit the State
in the highest walks of life, But there
are also many that cannot get that oppor-
tunity. I resent the indulgence in frills in
connection with edueation, and experi-
ments that ore carvied out before more
necessary matters reecive attention. Those
people who have the ability and the men-
tal equipment to enable them o acquire
knowledge should be given the opportunity.
If a man has obtained the highest form
of edueation, he can do as much as the
next man; in fact; he can do more, heing
possessed of a well-stored mind.  There
are phases of our edueation system that
give cause for wonder—when so much is
being written about new theories and new
phases of edueation giving particular op-
portunities to a ehild—whether it bas
developed on sonnd linez.  There is no
doubt in my mind that in conneection
with the edueation of echildren there
is need for diseipline. We have had com-
pulsory education for a good many years,
and in this respeet Sir Edward Wittenoom’s
remarks are justified. Can we, as the result
of compulsory education over the last half-
eentury, say that it has been attended with
suceess, that suceess in aceordance with what
we desire? If the result of education had
been what was anticipated, we would not find
the community as it is to-day, taking very
little interest ipn the affairs of the country,
and being so prone to spend leisure hours in
frivolous entertainment. Let me refer to
secondary education. There have been in-
stances where bright children have qualified
for entrance to Government secondary
schools, The Government require to know
whether the parents will keep those children
ab the secondary schools for a period of five
years, except in special circumstances. I1f
children complete the five years’ courae and
take their leaving certificates, there is nothing
to prevent them from going away to carre

[COUNCIL.]

on shearing, road making, or anything e
saving mouney and then, if they so wish,
back for a {urther few years to conlinne !
studies so ihat they may enter a profes.ic:
law, medicine, or anything else. I have for
thal a large proportion of ehildven do

carry out their undertaking with the G
crameny to complete their full termn at

secondary schools. In some instances i
the fault of tke pupils. and in others

fault of ihe parents wko are nou able

make the necessary saerifice. Thus the ¢
dren go to a certain extent and then sec
employment in dead-end occupations, Ii
natters such as these that need fo be inqui
into and remedied. The community a
whole, or at any rate a section, look ug
agreements made with the Government

something that ean easily be broken or ¢
promised, If parents of children sent
secondary schools undertake that those ¢l
dren will compleie their course at that sehe
they should honour the obligations unl
there are good and sound reasons that r
vent them from doing so. I do not kn
what it costs to put students through

training College, but I do know that teache
on leaving that college are under agreem
to serve the Government for so many yes
Perhaps the amount lumped will be £1,(
or more and this is all lost if the stude
after having qualified as a teacher, decis
to marry perbaps a year or two later.

some instances I think they can comprom
with the Minister about the period they
to serve the Government. If there be
compromise, the State will not suffer peea
arily. This may be the canse militati
against children in outhack districts not g
ting the edueational opportunities to wh
they are entifled. At some of the sehoc
paxticularly those in the country, there :
too frequent changes in the personnel of |
staffs, I can instance the Wagin school,
which during the last two years of the w
and in faet at intervals since, there have be
a number of changes. It scems to be a deg
to which to send headmasters for the p
pose of moving them soon afterwards. T
present headmaster was there for less th
six months and after having had to start 1
yvear’s work with a new staff except for o
teacher he went on long service leave for :
months. This again occurred in the case
the last two headmasters at that particul
school who also went on long leave afi
having heen only a short time connected wi
the school. That kind of thing does not gi
8 headmaster a chance to become famili
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with the running of the school. It should
not be necessary for such things to take
place. Tt came partienlarly to my notice
that the headmaster had declared that the
frequent changes prevented the children
from securing proper iraining. One of the
headmasters asked the inspector to report
the matter to the department and to urge
that it was not a fair thing that changes
should take place in thiz way, because the
children were pot getting a continuity of
training. I remember that in the earlier
years at any rate some of the teachers there
would be earried on from year to year, and
50 there was a personal touch sel np between
the feacbers and the ehildren. I felt that
with all these matters coming to my know-
ledge T really wished I had more time {o go
around and tell the parenis of the children
at the school that they were not getting a
fair deal.

The Chief Seeretary: Have you ever re-
ported this?

Hon. H. STEWART: No. However, I am
mentioning the matter now. I know there
are difficnlites in that class of sehool. Stil},
the roads are better now than they were a
ew years ago, and since there are only two
of the Class III. schools in the Sfate, it may
he found that the remedy is to make of it a
ronsolidated school and bring the others in.
[n certain ontlying districts there might be
ypposition to the scheme. That, however,
rould be overcome, I am not frying to show
:hat the thing can be easily remedied. There
we difficulties from the department’s point
f view. But the department should give
sonsideration to that sehool and other schools
of the same grade, and perbaps to schools of
ither grades. These things should be watched
ry some officer in the department, and there
honl@d not be these frequent changes of
taff. A teacher should be st least two years
n a school before being transferred to
mother. 1 believe that is actually the prin-
iple in the department, but that certain in-
lnences get to work, or certain difficulties
rise, such as sickness, and that these tbings
ause variation in the carrying out of that
stablished principlee. When Sir Edward
Vittenoom was speaking of the age limit of
4 years, Mr. Lovekin asked did be think that
'as sulficient edueation, Here the question of
slativity comes in again. 1 would not favour
1e raising of the compulsory age to 16, for T
m satisfied that plenty of children would
ot benefit by being kept at school for an-
ther two years. They have not the neces-
iry mental equipment to profit by it, but
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speoial training, probably in some vocational
instruction, mght be Delpful when the
finances permit of its introduction. The
chijdren L am thinking of have noi the type
of brain that would enable them to acquiro
the extra book koowledge. What we would
require to do is to provide for those who
have natural mental endowment facilities to
obtain the education for which they are
fitted. Also we should safeguard their posi-
tion by providing that parents who are un-
sympatbetic towards that idea will not try
to prevent their children from getting what
is their natural right. But we should be
careful not to bring in legislation for the
people in a general catch-ery for more
education. We should not be led into bring-
ing inte force some law which will mean
that a certain proportion of the children
will be retained to be given what is an ordin-
ary primary edueation, and are to be kept
at school alihough benefiting in ne way
whatever. They would be better cut in the
open fields, developing those physical powers
with which, generally, they are well en-
dowed. In doing that they might expand
their mental powers and 50 later be able to
take advantage of other scholastic oppor-
funities offered.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: We want more bur-
saries and secholarships to keep the elever
hoy at school.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, I am fully in
accord with that. I am not comcerned if
& hoy has not the brains to enable him to
get to the secondary school and take his
leaving certificate. Buf if when a child has
done that, he has not the character to go
out and work at his voeation, even at manual
work, he is not worth worrving about. Tn
the United States and in Vietria it is
not considered discreditable for a University
student to tazckle manual work. I should
like evidence from Sir Edward tWittenoom
that it is considered degrading for them to
do so in this State. If a young man has
qualified by getting his leaving certificate,
and then goes off and for seven or eight
vears works at shearing and afterwards
wants to qualify for a profession, there is
nothing to prevent him from doing it. T
have known a number of leading professional
men in Melbourne whose academic education
was obtained in that way. At one stage,
while Sir Edward Wittenoom was speaking,
I felt strongly inclined {o interject. He
raid that amongst the leading men of this
Btate practically none had anything but a
primary education. All the more honour to
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them tor their success. Bni he cannot say
that they would not have been even better
men if they had had better educational op-
portunities. If Sir Edward measures success
by £ s. ., he does not measure if in fhe
way 1 do. He will find that the people of
higher edueation, professional or otherwise,
are not the men who make the most money;
unless it is that as professional men, or
seademicians they, like Lord Kelvin, happen
to be super-men and so get very high sal-
aries, If so, it is more by accident than by
striving after emoluments. For the effect
of higher education is to make a man satis-
fied with sufficient to provide, first neeessi-
ties and then comforts, for those dependent
on him. He soons Jearns that money is not
the only thing in life. Amongst those whe
have enjoyed the advantages of higher edu-
cation we find that the desire for accumn-
Iating money becomes practically a necond-
ary consideration. A little while ago I re-
ferred to a clause in the Bill, and said I
would eome back to it. I was then speaking
of the unfortunate people who are pioneer-
ing this State out in districts where the
chidren are few and scattered, and where
for some reason they are not able to benefit
hy the very excelient system of correspond-
ence instruction in operation in the depart-
ment. In Clause 50 we have a provision
that the Minisler, at his diseretion, may
excuse from attendance at sehool children
who are required to help in the fields at
harvest time or other special periods. From
the reading of that clanse I take it there is
no limitation as to the age of the child to be
exempted, that the people who are engaged
in harvesting can keep the whole of their
children, of from six years {o 14 years of
age, at home to help with the harvest. I¢
so, it is a reflection on the agricultural in-
dustry. I, as & practieal agrienlturist, say
that the utility for that purpose of children
up to 14 years of age is such that they should
not be allowed to partieipate in it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is a great injustice
to the children.

Hon. H. STEWART: T agree. The Gov-
ernment that recogmised that the agrienltnral
industry should bhe given a concession like
that ought to realise the truth of our re-
marks when we speak here and say there
are disabilities in econnection with the agri-
cultural industry, that not all the people are
wheat growers, and that not all the wheat
growers arc making ineomes that excuse the
Government for stopping the driving allow-

[COUNGIL.}

ance for their children. A Governm
bringing down, a clause like this should :
have imposed increased land taxatiom, &
should not have imposed a greater bur
on the agriculturist under the vermin °
than is imposed on the pastoralist.

The Chief Seeretary: This provision |
been in existence for the last 3¢ years.

Hon. H. STEWART: But why put it
a consolidating Bill?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why not see about t
ing it out?

Hon. H. STEWART: 1 agree with 1
proposal in the Bill to increase the age |
special exemption from 12 years to 13 yea
I should like to see that exemption abolishi
but I realise there may be in the metrope
tan area, widows with respect to whom thu
are certain reasons which would make tl
a hardship. Still I am not at all in sy
pathy with any provision, unless it is und
very speecial eircumstances, that exempti
should be granted for the non-attendar
at school of children under 14 years of a
Even at the age of 12 there are some chil
ren who ean do more good by being out
the open and learning the use of their han
than by being kept at school. I would
glad of Dr. Saw’s corroboration of th
statement, hut even if he fails to corrobora
it, I.will beg to differ from him. It
impossible to drive knowledge into sor
heads, and in such cases two more years
school would be of very liftle benefit. Suw
children should be given special exemptio
Mr. Lovekin has had a great deal of expe
ience of children, but probably those wl
come before him are pretty bright in ti
upper storeys, though they may not ha
heen brought up in guite lhe right kind «
way,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you think the
might be brushed up a little?

Hon, H. 8TEWART: I am in accor
with the proposals for the treatment ¢
habitual truants and for tightening up (l
position as indicated in the Bill. This eo
solidating measure will be a boon. By tt
fime one has examined all the Eduneatio
Acts and the amendments, and tried to pt
each amendment in its proper place, nne ea
see that it is high time n consolidating mea:
ure was brought down. T was astonishes
when I examined the Bill, to find that suc
a mass of paper as is represented hy th
different Education Acts had been assemble
in such a convenient and compaet form.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: And even this could

he condensed.
Hon. H, STEWART: I support the Bill.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.33]:
I do not know that I am gualified to speak
on this Bill, nor would I have spoken except
for some peints raised by previous speakers.
I was born in the bush in the early days
when schools were not available. I have had
to learn what little T know since I began to
work for my living in Fremantle. It wus
no fault of my parents that I did not re-
main at sehool because no school was avail-
able. I would point out to Mr. Stewart that
in a big conntry like this there must be some
children in isolated parts who are neglected
in matters of education. I fail to see how
we can overcome that difficnlty. I have been
astounded to find how much this and other
Governments have done in the way of pro-
viding educational facilities for children. It
I understand the Chief Secretary correctly,
not ouly do the Government{ pay men to
drive their children to school in buggies, but
pay for the petrol in the case where the
man owns a mofor car. That i3 going a
little too far. If a man can afford a motor
car, he should be able to take his own child-
ren to school. It is the man in the back-
blocks, to whom Mr. Stewart referred, who
has neither horse nor cart, who should be
assisted in getting his children to school. In
this State there are something like 50,000
motor cars, or one to every eight persons.
The Government are encouraging the use of
motor cars in these cases by paying for the
petrol in order that men may take their
children to school. The system of eduea-
tion is somewhat wrong. We are trying to
teach all children on the same lines. My
views for many years have been that if par-
ents will not decide mpon what lines their
children should be educated, the teacher
should do so and take the responsibility.
We should first of all study a child’s char-
acter, sez what stage he is capable of reach-
ng, and educate him accordingly. The prae-
iice is to teach children French or Latin,
hut a decision should be arrived at as to
vhat point a child is eapable of reaching,
ind he should then be edueated in that
lirection. Mr. Stewart referred to children
vho go throngh the Modern School, and then
ireak faith with the Government by leavine
chool altogether. The trouble confronting
hese young people is that there is no room

for them in the professions, and they can-
not learn a trade. They therefore become
unskilled mewbers of the community. The
restrietions upon apprentices are so severe
and arbitrary that the children who might,
with their higher education and better
training of mind, become excellent trades-
men are prevented from deing so.

Hon. H. Stewart: They can only go half
way,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That is a difficulty
the rising generation is faced with, Unless
a child is very clever and is of outstanding
ability, ho does not make headway. As a
result of arbitration and other things, the
individnal can to-day earn more with hia
hands than with his head. This applies
to a lot of young people who have brains
and have received a good education. They
are unable to enter any of the professions,
and revert to unskilled jabour. Clanse 32
provides that the Minister can grant ex-
emption to certain children if, in his own
opinion, they are inefficient. That is not
right. Our secondary schools fail owing
to that clause. The difference, as I visual-
ise it, between the State sehool teacher and
the teacher in secondary schools is that the
former is taught how to impart his know-
ledge to the child—a very essential qualifi-
cation—while the latter is not so trained.
The State gehool teacher is paid on resnlts,
another very important thing, and if he
gets a certain perccntage of passes he is
moved inte a higher school and paid a
higher salary. There is an incentive for
him to teach the children properly and effi-
ciently, and get results which will bring
him additional remuneration. It is differ-
ent with the other schoels. In those schools
we have men and women of the highest
education and exceptional qualifications,
but, so far as I cun judge, they have not
been taught how to impart their know-
ledge to their pupils. That is a great dis-
advantage fto the children. So far as [
can gather suck teachers go on from year
to year at a fixed salary. There is no in-
cenfive for them to specialise on children
and get a certain percentage of passes in
order that they may receive additional re-
muneration. . When we figure it out from
the standpoint of commonsense, we see that
children attending the State schools have
the advantage of a teacher to whose in-
ferest it is to push them along, whereas
in the other schools there are teachers who
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receive the same remunecration year after
year irrespective of results. Thus it is
that in State sehools the children get an
all-round education, whereas in the other
schools only the boy or girl who has out-
standing ability can get to the top of the
ladder. The brighter children only secure
a cerfain percentage of passes, sufficient to
give them an exempiion certificate, while
the rank and file do not receive the atten-
tion they deserve. These are my views as
a casual observer on matters of education.
I have mueh pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(EING'S PARK).

Second Reading.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Meiropolitan)
[6.42] in moving the second reading said:
This is a sbort Bill, I do not think there
will be much objection to it when I have
fully explained it. In the early days eertain
resumptions were made along the frontage
of King’s Park, and the blocks running down
to the river. One of these blocks known as
L5 and half of block L6 faces the vertieal
cliff, which hon. members may know is near
Mr. Guilfoyle’s honse. This is where a pipe
has been taken into the Mount Eliza reser-
voir. The cliff was so vertical that the pipe
could not be taken up its face, and the de-
partment had to make a tunnel through the
eliff, and put a shaft down from the top in
order to bring the pipe up through if. That
bloek is inaccessible from any other part of
the Park unless one goes round from Crawley
or down the Mount's Bay-road to the site
along the lower road. Abhout 1905 or 1906
the Park rented this ground to a Chinaman
for market garden purposes. The original
rent was 10s. a week, After a time this was
reduced to 5s., and then to 45. The China-
man could not keep it on, and we were unable
to induce him to do so even if we charged
no rental whatever. It was swampy meoist
land, and the snails and slugs played such
havoe with his vegetables that he could not
make a living there. .

Hon. J. Nicholson: He might have done
well in France.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The health suthori-
ties then got to work. They said this land
was a breeding ground for mosqnifoes, and
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that we must get rid of them. The Pa
Board went to the expense of providing ke:
sene sprays, and spraying the land in or¢
to keep down mosquitoes. The board a
bought a lot of einders from the brewe
and put a top-dressing on the land in
endeavour to allay the pest.
Hon. A. J. H, Saw : Is that where t
numerous mosquitoes in the park came frox
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Possibly their ane
tors came from that particular spot. At:
events the mosquitoes constituted a serio
nuisance, and werc a great expense to t
board. The expense has gone on a
I may add that the bhoard have =n
had too much money for the past !
years. Recently a man approached the boa:
and said if he conld get some fixity of tenu
for the block, about an acre and two rooc
he wonld pay the hoard a rental of £100
year, subject to re-appraisement of the re
every fen years, and would put up a te
house and some tennis courts, spendir
£2,000 or £3,000 on the block. The boa:
thought it was a good scheme, as it wou
reclaim the block after being a plague-sp:
for mosquitoes. Aeccordingly the bom
thought it well to recommend that the appl
cant be given a ferm of 25 years, subject i
the conditions laid down in the Bill, one ¢
which is that he shall net use the land fc
any purpose that the board do not appro
of. Not having the power to lease the lan
the hoard have agreed to ask Parliament 1
give them the power. The Bill is really o
all fours with an Aet passed in connectio
with the Point Walter Reserve, where a
area was leased for the purpose of establist
ing tearooms. I originally pnt up this Bi
as an amendment to the Parks and Reserve
Act, but the Lands Department thought i
would be better to put it up as a separat
Bill on the lines of the measure referring t
Point Walter. In connection with public re
serves, one has to be careful not to part witl
land. All lands reserved will be required i1
future, and we should steadfastly hold o
to every acre that we ean. A period of 2!
years, however, especially in the case of ¢
block such as this, is neither here nor there.
Hon, J. Nicholson ; The block is isolated.
Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Yes. If the blocl
can be put fo some use in the immediate
present, we shall be doing the right thing
The leasing of it will really be in conformity
with the policy adopted in the park since its
inception. We desire to see the park a
place for the recreation and enjoyment of
all manner of people. If a person wants
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to walk into the bush, he will at the pre-
sent moment find in the park nearly 600
acres of fairly good bush. If a person
wishes to walk there amongst shrubs and
flowers, he can do so. If it is his desire
to have a drive, there is a splendid road
now to drive on; and in future, with the
help given by the Government through
traffic fees, there will be still better roads.
If a person desires views, he can get peeps
from that park which, I think, are unsur-
passed anywhere in Australia. Others whe
desire to dissipate their surplus energy
can play tennis or, if older, bowls, and the
boys ean play football and the children
can enjoy the swings, In a short time we
shall see the park developed by the scheme
now being earried out on King’s Park-road.
I am glad to say that quite a number of
people are sufficiently generons to help the
park, and they have found the money re-
quired to do that work. It will not cost
the board or the country anything to bean-
tify the park all the way from Crawley;
and the municipalities have undertaken
their part of the work. Eventnally we shall
have there one of the most magnificent
drives in Aunsbralia, not even exeeptine
the 8t. Kilda-road in  Melbourne, bhe-
cause we have no iframways along  onr
road. We have a thoroughfare from the
Barracks in St. George's terrace all the
way along King’s Park-road, down Thomas
street and Ferdinand street to the Memi-
orial Hall at Crawler. The scheme for
this little teahouse will assist in the board’s
policy of providing something for every-
body, where sueh conveniences are not
available otherwise. T commend the Bill
to the favourable econgsideration of the
House. T have here a plan bearing on the
Bill, which hon. members may like to see.
It shows the bloek and a half proposed to
be leased. I have also the file relating to
the lease to the Chinaman. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-

bate adjourned.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGEEEMENT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.53} in moving the sec-

ond reading said: The purpose of this Bill
is to ratify an agreement entered into by

569

the Commissioner of Railways with the
Perth City Council and the Melville Road
Board relating to supply of electric cur-
rent. Under the Electrie Light and Power
Agreement Act of 1913, the Perth City
Couneil are vested with power to enter
into an agreement with any loeal authority
to supply current in bulk to such local
authority; provided the municipal or road
board distriet is situate wholly or partly
within the radins of five miles from the
0ld General Post Office. But they cannot
supply retail current ouiside the five-mile
radius, as that right is reserved to the par-
ticular local authority concerned. The
Cresco Fertiliser Company some months
ago applied for a supply of current for
tlteir works at Bassendean. These works,
being within a five-mile radins of
the old General Post Office, would, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Eleec-
tric Light and Power Agreement Act, be
snpplied from the City Counecil’s under-
ground main eables in Perth, To give the
large supply required, would mean in-
creasing the capacity of these cables at a
heavy eost much sooner than would other-
wise be neeessary. Other means of supply
was therefore sought. The Government
have a 22,000-volt line going out to Mid-
land Junetion and passing close to the
Cresco Company’s works, and it was sug-
gested by the Perth City Couneil thag
they should be allowed to take the car-
rent from this Government main. Nego-
tiations to this end were entered into, and
the Government naturally asked for a
quid pro quo. It was finally agreed that
in consideration of their being permitted to
supply all econsumers in the Bayswater dis-
triet, including those outside the five-mile
radius, the City Council should surrender to
the Government the right to supply enrrent
in the Applecross area. The arrangement
suits both parties. The connection at Bays-
water cost the department £500, and the
City Council pay £50 a vear as rent for the
use of the connection. The direet supply
will be much more economical than through
the ring main, and we shall receive the same
price for it, viz., 34d. per wunit. For the
Government to supply the very few eon-
sumers outiside the five-mile radins would
mean an extension of our mains at Caver-
sham-—an expense which would not be com-
mensurate with the return. The Melville
Road Board’s plant—poles, lines, and trans-
formers—was purchased by the Govern-



Y]

ment for £1,500. Additions will entall a
further expenditure of £850. From the sup-
ply in bulk through the eouncil to the Mel-
ville Road Board we received about £173
per annum. From the direet supply we
should receive £700—an increase of £527
per annum, To put the whole thing in a
nutshell: The Bill proposes an exchange of
territory between the Government and the
Perth City Council. The Govenrment are
nndertaking not to supply retal current in
any portion of the Bayswater Road Distriet
in consideration of the Perth City Couneil
surrendering the right to supply retail eur-
rent in the Appleeress area, which is under
the control of the Melville Road Board. The
exchange of rights is satisfactory to both
parties. The Government do not desire to
supply the few retail consumers outside the
five-mile radins at Bayswater, and so have
arranged for the Perth City Council to take
them over. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee withouf de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ADJOURENMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [6.2]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 11th September.
I would be glad indeed if hon. members
would place on the Notice Paper any ameni-
ments they propose to move in connection
with the Edueation Bill. T trust they will
do that as early as possible. It is a very
important measure and any amendments
proposed will require careful and serious
consideration.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Panton, leave of ab-
sence for one month granted to Hon. W.D.
Johnson (Guildford) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILI—EULJA EASTWARD RAILWAY,

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
DEVELOPMENT.

To ingquire by Select Committee.
MFE. THOMSON (Katanping) [4.35]: L

move—

That a Select Committee be appointed tn
ingquire into the scheme proposed by the
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Stileman, for tho
development of Fremantle Harbour, and that
in the opinion of this House no further ex-
penditure should be ineurred on the Leighton-
Robb’s Jetty railway, including the bridge
over the Swan River, until such time as this
House shall have an opportunity of discussing
the report of such Commititee,

I sincerely hope the House will dis-
cuss this matter purely from a national
point of wview, I am not approach-
ing it from any party point of view or
with any desire to obtain a party advan-
tage. We are now dealing with a matter
of vital importance to the future of the
State. I am making this request for a
select committee beecanse I think, in view
of the diversity of opinions expressed
upon this very important subject, the
House should have fuller information be-
fore it is aszked to come ito a decision.
Speaking as a representative of the pri-



